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Review of Seven Pieces of Luster Tiles in the National Museum of Iran;
New Archaeological Finds from Lar Plain in Tehran
Mohammad Sepehr Siri & Saced Amirhajloo

Abstract

The first manual of the National Museum of Iran (NMI) was published in 1917, at the same time as the opening of the
museum. This manual includes a description of the NMI’s duties and activities. It also has a descriptive list of museum
objects. The description of some objects in the manual is very important, but this has not been considered in the study
of some of the objects of the NMI in previous research. 34 pieces of luster tiles have a complete description in the
manual. The first purpose of this article is to review the information about some of the above-mentioned luster tiles
based on the first manual of the NMI. The second one is to introduce the archaeological context in which they were
found. The question is how are these luster tiles described in the manual of the NMI? What are the characteristics of
the archaeological context where they were discovered? The data were collected by studying the mentioned manual
and according to the characteristics of the tiles and conducting field studies. According to the results, at least seven
pieces of luster tiles of the NMI are among the objects excavated from the Lar Plain of Tehran. While now they are
registered as discovered tiles from Kashan, Gorgan, and Rey. Although these seven tiles are similar in style to the luster
tiles of Kashan and Takht-e Soleyman, they were excavated by Etemad-al-Saltanch in Khoshi-khaneh, Lar Plain, based
on historical sources. The excavation was carried out by order of Nasser al-Din Shah during his summer trip to Lar.
After that, these tiles were transferred to one of the large rooms of the old building of the Ministry of Education in
the northern part of the Dar al-Fonun school, and then they were transferred to the Mirror Hall of Masoudiyeh Palace.
Eventually, they were placed in the NMI and at the same time, they were registered in the manual of the museum.

Keywords: Luster Tiles, Manual of Iran National Museum, Archaeology of Lar Plain, Qoosh-Khaneh, Khoshi-Khanch.
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Guide for Authors

Instructions to Contributors

All manuscript submissions to the Journal of Iran Na-
tional Museum should be in a Word ".doc" file or in
a Word-compatible file. The manuscripts should use
Times New Roman 12 point font, and be double-spaced.
Articles should not exceed 7,000 words excluding the ti-
tle page, abstract, and bibliographic references.

The following information is required:

Cover letter including names, addresses, phone numbers
and email addresses of the authors. Please also indicate
the corresponding author.

200-word abstract

Keywords separated by semi-colons

The body of the paper, title page, references, tables, fig-
ure captions, and author notes should be combined in a
single file, in both MS Word and PDF format.

Figures can be provided separately in JPG or TIF format
and in high-resolution (at least 300 dpi) suitable for publica-
tion. Figures should be numbered and cited in the text.
Page numbers should be placed in the lower right cor-
ner of all pages. Manuscripts submitted to the Journal
of Iran National Museum should not be cutrently under
review by any other Journal or been made available in
print or on the Internet.

Reference Style: AAA: American Anthropological Asso-
ciation (Short reference include name + date + page num-
ber inside text and full reference at the end of article)

* please do not use other style like footnote and etc.
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