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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the Sarcophagus of the sepulchres of Shah Isma‘il Safavid and reevaluate its
Tablets in relation to the world heritage of Sheikh Safi al-din Khanegih and Shrine Ensemble, the National Museum of
Iran, and the Walters Art Museum. Through descriptive-analytical methods and the collection of additional informa-
tion, this research conducts a close examination of the aforementioned works and evaluates them using documentary
and library studies, as well as museum-specific databases. Although the inlay art of the tomb of Shah Ismail Safavid is
more widely known in the history of Iranian art, this research recognizes the existence of unique masterpieces of fine
art, such as the placement of jewellery and turquoise in ivory-bone, painting and carving in ivory, and the incorporation
of mosaic and latticework styles. Furthermore, the performance of calligraphy lines with wood and ivory in the style
of mosaic, decoration, and jewellery, reflects the innovative technological abilities of Safavid artists to combine various
industries. The Sarcophagus of Shah Ismail’s Safavid is composed of four strips of four-sided inlaid frames, which
contain a total of 80 ivory-bone and wooden plaques, executed in decorative thuluth writing with a Quranic theme and
Shiite observation on the pages of the box. However, the fate of the 19 tablets is unknown or missing, Five plates were
transferred to the Dal al-founun in 1314 H, along with the collection’s documents, while another tablet is on display at
The Walters Art Museum in Baltimore. In summary, this research explores the Sarcophagus of the sepulchres of Shah
Isma‘il Safavid and its Tablets, providing a thorough evaluation of their relationship to other works of art found in the
world heritage of Sheikh Safi al-din Khanegih and Shrine Ensemble, the National Museum of Iran, and the Walters
Art Museum. The study highlights the creative technology utilized by Safavid artists in combining various industries,
and the intricate details and artistic mastery present in this remarkable work of art.

Keywords: Safavid art, Sarcophagus of Shah Isma‘il, Tablets Sandalwood, Cuting ivory and ingraving, Iran National
and the Walters Art Museums.
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ARARIAN IVORY,
14th. Century.
From Egypt.

(htps:/ /thewalters.org) s s uin o 4 shato & yao glo o s b dong) oty NS pg



Voo e g 5wl ¥ slo oled] pgd oyl s Jlo el (oo 0590 ale

oyl oo ygm 5l e LT L Glgienkzle i
o ol ol 5l el ond 3 “asdly” 5 457 ol
255 S 0390 4 pgd Sl Siz 5l i laaxd)
o WIT 50 55 amgl B g caidly o) 1S5 50l g0l L]
S5 Bl o o390 55 95STen gl s 4 Jlasl
D9 g0

el by 0550 Db covie SIS (el
ool aby alayie polas o CoaSl> 0505, 4 (onnd
ool old g conlog ot trae GleSl> Fuly pie g (00
glio o (B S 5 onnd slrojsel 62518 5 Ul
Lol oo o B0k 059 40,90 oyl

&l ol
e Olrl G ojge Sy 00Ss bz 255
Lg@] )'| e [Q.))‘Jiu)la.u-\ QL:QLAQ&.CLM 9 l.:o&..{Lo.>
288 e JSo)lol (ages Lails; o oLLoL Lo,
)l puglas ail] o (lasles bl ey Lo ol

&L

oV gl ool deelonsl 0l (IS5 (ool 100l

by woe glblb Lo o mal liaflpio VYVY
e

alace paese bl pl
Ao edeste dex s gl ¥V cabaly o/ ol i \Yo4q
ols S g de S ie :[Ql).@f"]

Owez cpdlbolas (ooljoles) Slpasl
olee 5 o Sl 5 Aeo IS oldli> AL \YYY
8 allS > o ldle

Moo 5k
cdaallie s o degazo jihi o b/ (g lazo \YAY
e (LS 8 (5 o owgalS Al Jy ez 5

Oy (Sl
oot RIS 5 pgd g o S Al VYAY

S| ¢ s
g Gyt o, Bl 0,90 )] Ko )8 g e AU \YAY

Sl sz
O et o 8 ST 1 ) S5l e ol VYYD
ol 8L ) g Kamyd o lye lLil g ol el

o o6y
Jol Sl ogul 108 (15 0 pMedlade e plof (slocs VYA

ol o 314 bLs,J o VF 4T ogasay ol o jgus oolicud
2319l s gy Slogl Logases 5 (o) by S
gl ol en g 5 B3l kb 3 ol e 31 5 il
Sl e e s g Coio ol (il (Olie jglol g
5 S olgs maols Ll |y ol Lo sllacl 5 05> 5 (55500
ool sol3l 5 calam lce 130 00iiS a8 L el |y
S JeSe g 008 parle ¥ oS LSl

by slyiome y Slyenai b Josall SLT 5o iz
3 950 5 bl e b 5 Aled Solie o)l 1) (5
obey 5l bl celd Clal o Slele o gz L
T9> U9 3 ol addd 50 01 b g el ieal B
o3l g9y 5 s ge Glid g el 008 o (Sl Bl
5 595 olrlie 5 Lils gl ol Solel wlels o1 o
YOV 3 VY LLbLL) ol 3
Slr e goadlye dox 5l gy BT S5k 5 (o)
alizes lao, g0 (Sam 8 g seloizrl ¢ ol Y 5205 anlllae
o F65,50 aall (gsa0 0,50 10 i codlwl ol .l
s oS o3 (Sa g (ol )b g, 53 (oul
St el (o2 5 2ol BB 550 T o Y5
abolos 3Lty 5o (97 Booio aiz 550 6T 0l ]
llhe b (ode degerme Sl Sl 0 sk
4 b sloyia iy Slidiod )0 azplir Cl (o)
smrybg> gl Logasa Juelanl ol e 37 ot
AL el 8l Cod (S Gaelae (Vg Coeal
el 0kl

a>gd A oo alsS ez 5o F1 S0 owip 0
e isn axgl V7 olawy o5 al glolis Sl 3 =g
axgl Y slawi 5 00l ()W oz i 5l 855 ke SBs3
adl> S5k 58 2o g Oyl gle ez Sl
aioS Loz azol V& 0,10 0425 Fadio e g BB
CB e ez gloail axgl 1 Ll osg d92se ]
axgl FO olass 5l aijla sgzge i Joe o (gauesls
looygm ST 4y (250 Bgako (59, axg YA slasi y3|
5 gl B Al roged 90 4 %57 5 “Uajall” 5 “j0all”
Ll )l e §ym0 090 a1 b (6,5 o 0 (6,15 Sin

“

olawy Ggaro g (saw loz acils o YL Ho .ol 0uld
odnlice gmiy bl bt 4y o wiz I S axg) VF

¢ .9

)‘3.: C‘j.” ..))L)).g B ‘d 0 g ul_v] )l LS,M as 05'“&5"
Ak ez gaueils Glaol el (A3 pgs ail>



W g |l o 039 g lnl (e 0jge 10 (sshe Juelewl ol i 292 Fgate (25 laaxg) slae 5,550

LDl 3 103 N g o hil s S el 5 VEVY
e

O Ot b o b
ol Y oz ool (o Lidldi S Gl frazo \Y&-
Jyl lz Slal

w0pie o] aciny 5 (8) Lo, plol sphae guys axiu i 1YVA
TYY - YOV an VF g VY Lo FA 559 5

el sla Gimsty sl wpden cdgdio ppd mol> (slatal, YYAQ

ol3 « peils

Vo degamo ¢ do Siw laiul 5500 g 0" \YAA
QLA)'LMJ ‘J})‘/@ Ld}a..p 4\6"“:)‘/5":‘“"" ‘;&f.;bgbw[o.zw_;a
NO-VY e as Jgl ol o)l (Ko y8 Ol s

GQJ.HU.;T o> g g;’“’ﬁLb Sgexo gé)L.a.S‘ (e u>L,.§ ‘)Q,QJLS
oli ohes 53 olpl @ lcuie oulitly; slagis,l  VYAY

Ya-AA e ‘UL..M.A) AR U"" loy L;'[tbjab 4.;).,..;‘“‘_;9_9.,9 wLe.Q.'a

ol CaosSim 30 5o olsho idsinl BT ITAF
FYEXF ao ol Fo b opgd 09 «oldar] olSil

65“9'3 > g aSle auLp‘ oob‘sSw
‘64‘7"")/054//@"7;" Fod drxds i C'E’JZ’"ﬁ ‘5,«)[‘44)‘)[4..‘16 \WAY
90l Ss e s

ot bl eaime (oMol an slyl mlio A, AYEY
s ol JLSl ol Ll

(Sl Slgz 5 (0Bl Lo 450 S8 )l el chozmas 50 Ltgn0e

u)3 e LSL‘b)"j dﬁm e 9 L§'>|)Jg ) JS"’” )—;-u” VYA
oMl elio (sloyio dalidias 30 ) 0i5le (e yo (5 08 (5 0
BY-FB s jmo ol g 5y F G jlez Jlo

Sin g Slie g LT paml alllsS o) g5 o ox o lusle BT VYES

SealS 15 5 WJlgs «yulg
saS (Saoyd Slyee lojlu oyl 8 ( SLS amgaase

lpl g
ole! b sl my Bl flao Sloddo )y \YoF
(Sl BT cbslas ylosles ¢yl 545 ¢ jud] dllccal S do 5

OB 50 e stdl >
ol i Los)) pl] do pdi ded oz sl y S Godio YYAA
saSlisls “_SABLJ ey oKasls SR PRV ‘_SM:L;..'L)U (§¥xo g uﬁ;@.é

5]....1 ‘A.”5yé
S5 dez i oS o8 eelad pallplad WhYo dalipis VYA
.k_)t;S

FSTde dasas

S g Gere dase i Ve gz s delicw ARA%
5 Lt dvwge (a5 (g5l 0ol dlleg] LA e G g (g0t
Ol oRidls ol

i iy 5 bl ST Al B slassl, YT

SegSg e,
OIS (S oiie b GleS aez i oln/ o omles VYAY

J5s ssies (2L

Ot Vo dcgarmo K loy ;35 10 b g Gaais” YYAY
solps o pg Al ¢ (NFA) 0o,z PV = 1) lids o] Ao islos
FV-VE s Gl ol o)l s el Kin )8 g

Il conly s,
F o Fund dgaxe (swdin (el 10 cwoled gla i)l \va-

DR )

Ologond 090 Ol 2,6 E Sl g sl JTed P 1YVA
o ool (i F 7 sl sl dez 3 g yeeS olRKiils I ey
NV-YFP

Obsle cny g ol et sl g )3T (solsm Jg g bl )92 S

plLegest
Sl 3 gais (6,5 S e ailulis Lzl ;l...l;u ¥ S.A)ﬁ" yyvay
selo slopie aalidad go K doo)l pillsho Eob Ak 097

edeme paese o Sy bl s

Lo o 3 it ke sl 5 Gl YAP

L o o
csodsl ST o8l « Jso )| ¥ .z b ol5,dS 0 L,/ VYY)
90 2l

bz (5500
N G5 ) K i ) slasss” IYYA

©)lae b 5w ( >lo



Voo e g 5wl ¥ slo oled] pgd oyl s Jlo el (oo 0590 ale

ol ool glialf oSle 5 o sy

ol s 55 5 depaen 3 o sloria ITAR

Jol Sl bl (ShLasl asge (Joo ) Loo)/
References
Hillenbrand, R.
1998  "The Tomb of Shah Isma'il, Ardabil." In Safavid Art
and Architecture. Edited by Sheila R. Canby. London: The
British Museum Press. PP. 13-21.

1999 Islamic Art and Architecture, United States of America,
New York, Thames and Hudson Led.

Olearius. A.

1669 The Voyages and Travels of the ambassadors sent by
Frederick Duke of Holestein, to the Great Duke of Muscovy,
and the king of Persia, trans, ] Davies, London.

Morier, J. J.

1818 A Second Journey Through Persia, Armenia, and Asia
Minor, to Constantinople, in the Years 1810 and 1516. Pub-
lished by Good Press.

Tavernier, p.
1672 The Six Voyages of Jean Baptiste Tavernier, L.ondon.

https://thewalters.org:

VAY

(G Mot ‘L_é’.‘)"b
coslogl olis g Joelowl olis pae ST)3 BT jo s " \YAA
Y05 ao o, (Kb Elre lojlo g pel b b (opdoo

Qﬁ‘) ‘Jd)gols.b

& gdo gylaro g o & ool o Lelowl ol o,uis” \YAD
BRI T SN O ST JU IR SV PR C R NSO P EPRCL I LS Y
AY-Y)

Ol o BEldl pbo)l dem g (M) (gilave 5 i \YA#
e oS 8 ol Ll

Bl 5SS dar g oiee 5 LI CE Lodf olaxe YAV
Plez Sl e (ol s ol oalzdbley]

Cre o shagy

e gud BLGL) 5 (AlG dcgazme (o500 VTAD
sl jl Jol s)lose slosyslis itz uloly ( Aos)]
05,5« Sl Slsz ;55 pletaly w655 Al wlidplinl
oy b oSl ¢ Sl psle g ol 0uStils ¢l iy

olis aLiolj ‘_,,;ls)c 6)Lo.u 9 @}L\MQL:MLJ oLi{L?” YYAA
sloye Lo yislas it SYlio degazo & Jd)l 10 sl Juslow
e ety S0 B e el sl 4 6 sy e ST on

YT L YO



