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Abstract

According to the political divisions and administrative geography, Khorasgan in the Safavid-Zand, Qajar and Pahlavi
periods was Qaryeh, Qaryeh-Qasaba, and Qasaba-city, respectively. From the 2013 onwards, Khorasgan, covering an
area of nearly 70 square kilometers, is the 15th district of the Isfahan City. Considering the existence of several Qary-
chs in the eastern part of Isfahan and adjacent to Khorasgan, evaluating the changes in administrative geography and
the role of water resources management in this area is the most important issue of the present study. For this reason,
in addition to written sources and local historical documents, the study of remnants of water resources management
and the use of aerial photographs is also of great importance. In the light of a scroll attributed to Sheikh Baha’i, the
Qaryeh-e Khorasgan in the Safavid period had a certain share of Zayanderud water for agriculture. In addition, springs
and aqueducts have come to this Qaryeh from Tabarak Castle. The addition of another water source to the Khorasgan
aqueduct called Cheshmeh (Spring) Bagher Khan in the Zand period led to an increase in the production of agricul-
tural products in this Qaryeh compared to neighboring Qaryehs. This [issue] increased economic power and expanded
the rural fabric of Khorasgan, and in the second half of the Qajar period, by changing the administrative geography
of Khorasgan from Qaryeh to Qasaba showed its result. The stability of water resources and the existence of Khans
with dominance over water and agricultural resources in this Qaryeh, led to the further expansion of the rural fabric
of Khorasgan and neighboring Qaryehs. In the 1960s, due to this development, it became necessary to establish a
municipal organization in this area to manage affairs. Thus, the name of Khorasgan, which was called the Qasaba of
Jay, was chosen and in 1964, the municipality and the Khorasgan City were established. It is worth mentioning that the
neighboring Qaryehs also formed the neighborhoods of the newly established city of Khorasgan.
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