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Signs of the Decline of the Abbasid Caliphate in the Dirham Coins of al-Mu‘tamid ‘Ala”
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Abstract

The present study analyzes 173 silver dirthams struck during the reign of the Abbasid caliph al-Mu‘tamid ‘ala Allah
(256279 AH / 869-892 CE), discovered in the 1948 excavations at Susa and now preserved in the National Museum
of Iran. These coins form part of the broader assemblage unearthed at Susa and reflect the turbulent atmosphere
of al-Mu‘tamid’s era—a petriod marked by the weakening of central authority, the growing influence of the military,
the appointment of multiple heirs apparent, and the emergence of semi-independent dynasties. Through a detailed
analysis of personal names, honorific titles, and mint locations—such as those of Ja‘far, Ya‘qub b. Layth al-Saffar,
al-Muwaffaq bi-llah, al-Mufawwad ila-llah, and Al b. Muhammad (leadet of the Zanj revolt)—this research seeks to
reinterpret numismatic evidence as indicators of the Abbasid Caliphate’s decline. The findings not only supplement the
classical excavation report of Susa but also contribute a new layer of ideological-political analysis to our understanding
of Abbasid transformations in the third/ninth century. In other words, by focusing on the dithams struck between 256
and 279 AH, this study provides a historically grounded analysis based on numismatic data..

Keywords: Islamic petiod, Abbasid Caliphate, al-Mu’tamid ‘Ala Allah, Dirham, Susa, National Museum of Iran.
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